
September 2016 The Royes Report  1 

 
2015 – 2017 

Executive Committee 

Chris Patterson 
President 

 

Carol Smith-Royes 
Vice President 

 

Carol Campbell 
Treasurer 

 

Melissa Williams 
General Secretary 

 

Tricia Royes de Jong 
Communications & Correspondence 

Secretary 
 

Neville ‘Rhomane’ Graham 
Caribbean Regional Leader 

 

Radcliff ‘Andy’ Morgan 
Western USA Regional Leader 

 

Philip Royes 
Northeastern USA/Canada 

Regional Leader 
 

Casey Holmes-Forrest 
Southeastern USA 
Regional Leader 

Jensy Barrett 
Central/South America 

Regional Leader 
 

JeanMarie Royes 
Europe/Asia/Australia 

Regional Leader 
 

 Message from The President 
Three sisters watch the limbo and dance show from their 
seat close to the stage.  Long after the show has finished, 
they sit sipping on their drinks and listening to the waves 
crash on the beach about 25 feet or so from their 
table.  They talk about growing up in their little district in St. 
Ann, Jamaica, many years ago.  Even at this late hour, the 
sisters people watch and can't stop talking about family and 
friends. 
 
Four cousins look across the water and decide to row to the 
other side of the curved coastline.  From where they are, 
they calculate that it will take about 10 minutes to paddle to 
the other side.  So they rent 2 canoes and set off on their 
great adventure.  Forty minutes later they are still rowing to 
the other side.   
 
The distance and time to row to the other side is much 
greater than the teen cousins expected.  Suddenly, one of 
the canoes capsizes.  After 5 frightening minutes, they are 
able to upright the canoe and get most of the water 
out.  Somewhat scared, they paddle back without ever 
getting to their destination.  This adventure is a bit too 
dangerous. 
 
These lasting memories are from our most recent family 
reunion last year at the Jewel Resort in Runaway Bay, 
Jamaica.  And guess what?  The countdown is already on for 
our next family reunion.  In less than 11 short months, we 
will gather in Orlando, Florida for Royes Family Reunion # 
11. 
 
Are you ready?  If not, you better get ready and start 
planning now! Shortly you will receive reunion registration 
information by email.   
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MAKE SURE THAT YOU REGISTER EARLY AND THAT YOU 
TELL EVERYONE!!   
 
At our last reunion in 2015, the hotel ran out of 
rooms.  There was also a price increase for those who did 
not register early.  Many who wanted to register (but were 
late in submitting their registration forms) ended up being 
left out. 
 
Don't get left out of this upcoming family reunion.  July 2017 
will be here before you know it.  With the exciting Orlando 
location, this reunion is setting up to be one of our most 
enjoyable and memorable reunions.  It will be a "can't-miss 
reunion" for kids and those of us who are kids at heart.  
 
So start planning now for Royes Family Reunion #11 in 
Orlando, Florida.  Make sure that you request those vacation 
days for the last weekend in July 2017.  Start saving.  Make 
sure that you are there in Orlando to create your own lasting 
memories.  
 
Remember that together we are strong! 
 

Chris Patterson 
President 
 

A photo reminder… 
We've added a new Photo Gallery page to our website to 
show off the beautiful family we've been blessed with!   
 
Check out the new page today to see if you see anyone 
familiar, and you might even see yourself!  Clicking on any of 
the pictures will open a large copy of the photo (like the great 
ones on the left!), which you can download/share if you wish. 
 
If you'd like to add any photos of family members/family 
events to our photo gallery please send them to us 
at all01place@photos.flickr.com or 
theroyesfamily.com@gmail.com.  
 
We're looking forward to your photos, so thanks in advance 
for sending them! 
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Message from 
the Treasurer 

Your 2016 annual family 
pledge is sorely needed, so 
please pay your family dues 
today! 
 
A US$10.00 pledge amount is 
due annually from each adult 
(18+) Royes family member 
who is not currently a student.  
 
You may pay your household 
dues: 

ü directly to your 
Regional 
Representative 

ü using PayPal on 
theroyesfamily.com  

ü by sending a check to: 
 Carol Royes-Campbell 
 Royes Family International 

 PO Box 741484 
 Boynton Beach, Florida
 FL 33437 
 
Thank you in advance for the 
timely submission of your 
pledges! 
 

Carol Campbell 
Treasurer 

 WHY YOU NEED TO  
PAY YOUR FAMILY DUES 

 
Those of you who attended the 2015 Family Reunion will 
recall that we voted to change the family dues from 
US$25.00 per household to US$10.00 per adult. Many of 
us have not been paying our dues for various reasons, and 
as a result the family ‘coffers’ are quite bare. 
 
Organizations need money to survive and thrive. Your 
dues are required to maintain our website, to maintain our 
bank account, to pay for Ancestry.com which we use for 
our family tree, and take care of other operational costs. 
 
We are also trying to establish a 
financial base to enable the 
organization to be in a position to do 
some charitable work within the 
family, to support our adopted 
school (York Castle Primary) and 
act on other worthwhile ideas and 
suggestions coming from family 
members. 
 
Please put Royes Family International on your gift list or 
add us to your budget - it is only US$10.00! 
 
You can pay via the PayPal quick link on the website, give 
it to your Regional Representative in cash, mail a check, 
take your pick, just pay it! 
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Our Aussie family’s gotten 

bigger… 

Matthew & Kira Marshall 
welcomed their son Max 
on 30 July, and 

Matthew’s sister Jade and 
her husband Stefan Briggs 
welcomed their son Hugo 
on 6 June. Both babies 

were born in New South 
Wales, Australia! 

 
Matthew and Jade are the children of Joy and 
Lloyd Marshall, grandchildren of the late Claris 
Royes and great grandchildren of the late Ogan 
and Maud Royes. 
 

 
 Yet another published author! 

 
Bryan Washington, son of Arlena & Gary 
Washington, grandson of Eula Royes-Breary 
and great grandson of the late Edgar & 
Imogene Royes, recently had an article 
published in the New York Times!  
 
You can read Bryan’s article, titled 
Intolerance and Love in Jamaica on the NYT 
website.  

He asked, she said yes… 

Neville ‘Rhomane’ 
Graham (son of Deloris 
Royes-Graham and 
grandson of Ogan 
Royes) is engaged to 
marry Jodi Morris.  
 

Neville & Jodi will tie the knot in November 
2016. 
 
Congratulations, lovebirds! 

 
Congratulations, Tim! 

Timothy Fox, 
husband of Amanda 
Royes-Fox, was 
recently promoted 
to New York Police 

Department  
Lieutenant!  
 

Amanda is the daughter of Phil and Dolores 
Royes and grand-daughter of the late 
Neville Donaldson Royes. 

 
Happy birthday, September born! 
http://www.theroyesfamily.com/?p=2461 
 
Death announcement – Noel Laxley Royes 
http://www.theroyesfamily.com/?p=2798 
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Family day in Costa Rica  
 
After weeks of planning and with the help of many, 
we had our first family day in Costa Rica! 
Family day/mini reunion was held in June, at a 
water park in Guapiles, Costa Rica.   
 
Members of the family travelled from the cities of 
San José and Limon.  The weather was great! 
Young and old enjoyed the swimming pools and 
water play areas.   
 
Each family member was asked to bring food for 
sharing, and we all had a chance to taste each 

other’s cuisine.  I can tell you that the food was great! 
 
The day ended with the birthday celebration of Caleb 
and Josue.  It was wonderful to have a chance to 
catch up with relatives we have not seen for a while 
and to meet new members of the Royes Family. 
 
We are thankful with everyone that took the time to 
help organize the reunion and with those who 
encouraged others to participate. 
 
We hope that this is the first of many more reunions! 
 

Jensy Barrett 
Central/South America 
Regional Leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More photos can be found here. 
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The hard work to organize and plan the 2017 
family reunion is ongoing.  Because of 
financial and other concerns, the potential 
locations of Emory in Atlanta and a cruise out 
of Florida have been eliminated.  But gear up 
family!   
 
Next year's 
family reunion will be 
held in Orlando, 
Florida, site of 
the happiest place on 
the Earth! 
 
The committee is in the final stages of 
negotiations with the potential hotel and we 
should have specific activity and pricing 
information for you soon.   
 
We plan to make this a fabulous, fantastic and 
first-class event for everyone.  So start 
planning to be there now! 
 
Orlando is a great family 
destination.  Our hotel will be 
close to all the incredible 
Orlando attractions such as Walt 
Disney World, Universal Studios, 
LegoLand, SeaWorld, Cirque do 

Soleil and The Holy Land Experience.   
 
Orlando also allows you to just fade into the 
background and relax.  It is truly a superb 
vacation and family reunion destination! 
 
Throughout the planning process, your input 

and feedback will be 
vital to the success of 
the reunion.  Send me 
or any committee 
member your ideas for 
a fantastic 2017 family 

reunion.   
 
Don't be shy, because we will discuss all your 
ideas at our future committee meetings. 
 
As usual, the family reunion will be held 
during the last weekend in July, specifically 
from Thursday July 27, 2017 to Sunday 30 July 
2017.   

 
Save the date!   
 
Save your money!   
 
See you there! 
 

 

 
 
 
Casey Holmes-Forrest 
Reunion 2017 Planning Committee Chair 
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One of the important initiatives funded by your pledges is the newly 
launched Royes Family outreach program.   
 
The main aim of the program is to reach out and touch those family 
members who are in need of a personal touch - those who need 
some extra support because they are going through a rough time, 

those who have happy news and also those who just need a cheery word! 
 
The gestures of the program may take many forms, and we hope to make a positive difference 
in the lives of those in the family who need it most.  
 
Some people may receive an electronic card (ecard) and 
others may receive a greeting card in the post – it depends on 
the situation! 
 
If you know anyone in the family who could use one of these 
gestures, please send us their name and mailing address – you 
can reach us at info@theroyesfamily.com. 

  
 
  

Happy back to school 
to all the  
students,  
teachers  

and parents  
in the family! 
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2016 Family Pledge 

 
So many family members have already paid their 2016 pledges that we can’t fit them all here!  See 
the full list of paid pledges here, and add your name to the list today!  
 
Here’s an overview of the number of family members who have paid their pledges over the past 
few years: 
 

 
 

Remember, pay your pledge today and add your name to the list!  Need a reminder about why 
you pay?  Click here.  You	 can	pay	 via	 the	 PayPal	 quick	 link	 on	 the	website,	 give	 it	 to	 your	Regional	
Representative	in	cash,	mail	a	check,	take	your	pick,	just	pay	it!  

29

9

78

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

2014 2015 2016

Royes	Family	International
Pledge	 payments 	

2014	 - 2016



September 2016 The Royes Report  9 

 

Caribbean 

Region 

 

85th birthday party! 
 
Members of the Royes family 
gathered in Jamaica on 
Emancipation Day, August 1 to 
celebrate the birthday of Lucille 
Smith (nee Traille) who turned 85 
earlier in the year. 
 
The party was hosted by her 
granddaughter, Symone Mayhew 
at her Beverly Hills Home in 

Kingston. Lucille Smith is the daughter of Aytle Traille from 
the line of Adolphous Royes. 
 

Southeastern 

USA 

Family members in 
South Florida enjoyed 
a wonderful 
Independence Day 
picnic in Fort 
Lauderdale in early 
July.  It was well 
attended by more 

than 150 family members and friends. 
 
There was lots of food, music and fun.  Clifford ‘Wesley’ Royes 
pulled out a hard earned 
victory in the always popular 
dance contest by narrowly 
beating out a much younger 
Kimora Simmons for the top 
prize, and for the 3rd year in a 
row, the men beat the women 
in the ‘name that tune’ contest. 
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Family and friends travelled 
from near and far to the 
picnic including from 
Tampa, Atlanta and 
Houston.  Thanks to 
everyone who joined us and 
who contributed in some 
way with organizing and 

running the picnic.  The picnic was successful because of 
everyone's help.  See you next year! More pictures from the 
fun day can be viewed on our website. 
 

 
 

Central/South 

America 

 

 
Rogelio ‘Tipi’ Royes is a well-known 
musician in Costa Rica and a great  
representative of the Afro-descendant 
community in that country. 
 
Rogelio was recently given an award by 
the Royal Educational Complex,  in 
recognition of his work in passing on 
the Afro-Costa Rican legacy to the new 
generations.  More photos can be 
found here. Felicidades Rogelio! 
 

Europe/Asia 

Australia 

The Europe based 
members of our family 
are busy planning to get 
together for a family day 
in London on October 1!   

 
All family members are most welcome to join us, so look out 
for the announcement of the venue, but save the date in the 
meanwhile! 
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Hopefully you’ve noticed, but in case you hadn’t, we’ve started a monthly list of the Royes 

birthdays on the website! Curious to see who has a birthday next month?  Visit the news item on 

theroyesfamily.com!  If you’d like to have your birthday listed on the birthday page, drop us a 

line and let us know! 

 

If you would like to share your news and 
keep up with the rest of the family…  

• visit our website: theroyesfamily.com 
• drop us a line: info@theroyesfamily.com 
• like our Facebook page 
• join our Facebook group 
• contact your regional representative 
• follow us on Twitter: @theroyesfamily 
• follow us on Instagram: theRoyesfamily  
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel  
• view our Flickr photostream 

 

What can you send to us? 
 

 
 

ü Births 
ü Deaths 
ü Marriages 
ü Christenings  
ü Graduations 
ü Important dates 
ü Birthdays 
ü Event announcements 
ü Engagements 
ü Party news 
ü Anything else you’d like to share… 

 


